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I  judge  it  advisable  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  character  of 
this  Report.  It  is  much  curtailed,  and  this  is  in  accordance  with 
a  Circular  issued  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  February  16th  1940, 
which  stated  that  the  Reports  should  be  brief  and  that  typewritten 
Reports  would  be  accepted.  In  view  of  the  necessity  for  economy 
this  last  injunction  has  been  anticipated  in  the  Soke  of  Peterborough 
since  the  year  1915.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  no  statistical 

details  concerning  this  area  have  been  received  from  the  Registrar- 
General,  and  I  believe  most  Medical  Officers  are  delaying  their 
reports  until  these  have  been  received,  but  this  is  impossible  in  the 
case  of  your  Medical  Officer  as  he  has  to  write  his  reports  to  his 

two  County  Councils  and  three  Education  Authorities  in  those  periods 

> 

when  the  55  or  more  schools  in  his  charge  are  in  vacation. 

I  am,  I  believe,  the  only  County  Medical  Officer  who  undertakes  the 
actual  work  of  medical  inspection,  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis 
and  venereal  diseases. 
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The  figures  given  as  regards  births ,  deaths ,  infant  mortality,  and 
infectious  diseases  are  derived  from  information  in  my  possession 
and  they  may  possibly  not  agree  with  those  subsequently  to  be  furnished 
by  the  Registrar-General. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Board  of  Control  have  not  issued  any  modifications 
of  their  demands,  and  this  explains  the  rather  detailed  account  I  have 
had  to  devote  to  this  part  of  your  Committee’s  work. 


BIRTHS 


There  were  808  live  births  in  the  County  of  the  Soke  of  Peterborough 
as  compared  with  854  in  1938.  106  of  these  occurred  in  the  rural 

districts,  and  702  in  the  City  of  Peterborough,  There  were  37  still 
births,  32  in  the  City  and  5  in  the  rural  districts. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  by  each  midwife  is  as  follows  s- 


Midwife 


G. S.  Clement, 

M.  Ireland, 

D. M.  Battson, 

N. I.  Jones, 

E.  Evans , 

E.G.  French, 

M.  Meyers, 

A.  Cooke, 

A.  Sydee, 

J.  Baker, 

L.  Wilkinson, 

M.  Wood, 

M.  Gray, 

A. R.  Stamper, 

H.  Jones 
D.  Davies, 

B. A.  Burberry, 
A.F.  Russell, 
W.  Wagg, 

M.  Baddiley, 


Address 


Cases  attended  as 


60,  Russell  Street,  Peterborough 
80,  Harris  Street,  ” 

5,  Marholm  Rd,  Walton 
214,  Padholme  Road 
2,  London  Road 
142,  Mayors  Walk 
High  Street,  Eye 
69,  All  Saints  Ro 
52,  Grimshaw  Road 
Alexandra  Road 
158,  Mountstephen 
101,  Huntly  Grove 
5,  Geneva  Street 
Castor , 

Barnack,  Stamford 
Barnack,  ” 

St  John’s  Hospital 
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Totals  ?- 


rife . 

Maternity 

Nurse 

54 

32 

31 

61 

22 

38 

40 

53 

36 

42 

24 

53 

18 

12 

18 

8 

5 

16 

15 

5 

5 

3 

— 

6 
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94 

24 

14 

18 

13 

13 

— 

323 

455 

323  cases  were  attended  by  the  midwives,  and  455  in  their  capacities 


as  maternity  nurses. 


(  2  ) 


' 


■ 


. 


■ 


. 

’ 


. 

. 


Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  the  midwives  on  72  occasions  for  the 
following  reasons  • —  ruptured  perinaeum  19 ;  difficult  and  prolonged 
labour  13;  post  and  ante-partum  haemorrhage  5;  ante-natal  examinations 
6;  discharge  from  baby’s  eyes  5;  pyrexia  4;  swelling  of  legs  3; 
malpresentation  3;  uterine  inertia  2;  miscarriage  2;  premature  birth  2; 
and  for  one  of  each  of  the  following  conditions  j-  persistent  yellowness 
of  infant;  rash;  retained  placenta;  abortion;  cyanosis  (  infant); 
toxaemia;  pain  in  side,  and  albuminuria. 

69  claims  were  paid  to  doctors  under  the  Midwives  Act  1918. 

In  38  cases  the  amounts  so  paid  were  wholly  recovered,  and  in  23  cases 
they  were  partially  recovered.  In  8  cases  no  recovery  was  considered 
advisable . 

Since  my  last  Report  was  written  there  have  been  considerable  changes 
in  the  midwifery  service.  You  have  terminated  your  arrangements  with 
the  District  Nursing  Associations  and  have  arranged  that  their 
midwifery  work  should  be  undertaken  by  nurses  stationed  at  Eye  and 
Helpston.  These  nurses  will  not  undertakes  any  work  but  that  of 
midwifery.  Since  my  last  Report  there  have  been  two  resignations  - 
one  by  Nurse  N.I.  Jones  on  her  marriage,  and  one  by  Nurse  Cooke,  who 
replaced  Nurse  French.  Nurse  Cooke’s  district  has  been  taken  over  by 
Nurse  Hilda  Jones  who  formerly  worked  for  the  Barnack  Nursing 
Association.  Nurse  N.I.  Jones’s  vacancy  has  not  been  filled  at  the 
time  of  writing. 

ANTE-NATAL  EXAMINATIONS 

By  the  end  of  the  year  only  8  of  the  111  expectant  mothers  had  been 

examined  antenatally,  and  only  4  post-natally ,  It  must  be  remembered, 

however,  that  the  majority  of  the  women  in  the  rural  districts  engage 

a  doctor.  One  of  the  8  expectant  mothers  was  examined  five  times, 

and  another  twice.  One  was  suffering  from  extreme  anaemia  and  was 

sent  to  Hospital  for  this  condition  but  not  by  the  County  Council. 
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She  Has  delivered  of  a  healthy  child  at  the  Peterborough  Memorial 
Hospital.  Another  had  a  small  antepartum  haemorrhage  but  had  a  normal 
confinement.  A  third  was  reported  to  have  a  contracted  pelvis  and  the 
childx  was  presenting  by  the  breech.  She  was  referred  to  your 
Consultant ,  Dr  Lilley,  who  found  the  pelvis  reasonably  roomy  and  the 
child  not  too  large.  He  recommended  no  operative  interference  and  the 
child  was  delivered  naturally  in  the  breech  position. 

Three  of  the  four  women  examined  post-natally  were  normal.  One  was 
badly  torn  and  at  a  future  date  repair  of  the  perinaeum  will  be  required, 
CONSULTATIONS  WITH  OBSTETRIC  SPECIALIST 
Only  two  were  required.  On  one  I  have  reported  in  the  proceeding 
paragraph.  The  other  occurred  in  an  Evaeuee  -  a  Polish  Jewess,  who 
was  accommodated  at  the  private  residence  of  Mrs  Bryan.  Her  first 
child  was  delivered  by  Caesarean  section,  apparently  for  placenta 
praevia.  Dr  Lilley  found  everything  normal.  She  was  excitable  and 
emotional  and  returned  to  her  London  home  before  the  birth  of  the  child. 
CONFINEMENTS  IN  INSTITUTIONS 

It  was  only  necessary  to  send  one  abnormal  case  to  an  Institution. 

This  was  a  case  of  puerperal  fever  which  occurred  in  the  Barnack  Rural 
District.  No  accommodation  was  available  at  the  Stamford  Infirmary. 

The  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital  kindly  arranged  to  admit  her. 

She  recovered  completely. 

Thirteen  women  were  confined  in  St  John's  Hospital. 

I  should  state  that  23  women  were  confined  in  the  Peterborough  Memorial 
Hospital.  16  of  these  were  live  births  and  7  were  still  births. 

@4  women  were  delivered  at  the  Stuart  Nursing  Home,  which  is  in  charge 
of  Nurse  Gray,  who  is  a  certified  Midwife.  12  were  delivered  in  Nurse 
Hart's  Home  (  Charnwood  Nursing  Home).  Nurse  Hart  is  not  a  certified 
midwife.  All  these  cases  were  attended  in  these  nursing  homes  by  their 
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Maternity  Outfits 


You  haver  continued  to  supply  maternity  outfits,  but  unfortunately  very 
few  applications  are  made  for  them,,  Now  that  the  work  is  being  done 
by  County  Council  midwives  it  is  anticipated  that  the  demans  will  be 
greater. 

Dental  Treatment 

During  the  year  3  nursing  and  2  expectant  mothers  were  treated. 

Five  mothers  were  provided  with  artificial  dentures  under  the  Council’ 
Scheme.  Ohe  pre-school  child  was  treated  by  extraction. 

Supply  of  Milk 

During  the  year  202  gallons  of  liquid  milk  were  provided  for  the 
children  of  8  mothers. 


VACCINATION 


Summary  of  Vaccination  Officers’  Returns 


Peterboro’  Barnack 

District  District 


Number  of  births  returned  in 

Birth  List  Sheets  1938  741 

Successfully  Vaccinated  1S3 

Insusceptible  of  Vaccination  1 

Nos  in  respect  of  whom  Statutory 
Declarations  received  526 

Died  Unvaccinated  23 

Postponement  by  Medical  Certificate  5 

Removed  to  other  Districts  9 

Removed  to  places  unknown  8 

No;  of  births  remaining  on  31st  Jan 
1940  neither  duly  entered  in  Register 
nor  accounted  for  in  ’’Report  Book”  8 

Total  number  of  certificates  &  copies 


of  Certificates  of  Vacc’n  of  children.  186 


21 

4 

1 

14 

1 


1 

2 


No*  of  Statutory  Declarations  of 

conscientious  objection  rec’d  in  1939.  515  15 


Eye 

District 


85 

25 

1 

49 

1 

2 

1 

6 

22 

52 
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CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION  ACT 

Four  persons  were  receiving  children  for  reward.  The  number  of  children 
on  the  register  was  15.  The  work  of  health  visiting  under  the  Act 
is  carried  out  by  Nurse  Mc’Phillips.  All  infants  are  seen  at  frequent 
intervals,  and  all  have  good  homes. 

TREATMENT  OF  CHRONIC  SICK  AT  THORPE  ROAD  HOUSE 
On  December  31st  1939  the  total  number  of  admissions  was  returned  as 
192,  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  79,  the  total  number  of  persons 
discharged  was  113.  106  were  in  hospital  for  under  four  weeks; 

54  from  four  to  thirteen  weeks,  and  32  for  13  weeks  or  more. 

68  beds  are  provided  and  54  were  occupied  on  December  31st  1939. 

On  January  1st  1940  forty-three  certified  mental  defectives  were  in 
residence,  25  being  males  and  18  females. 

Mental  Treatment  Act 

During  the  year  1939  seven  "Voluntary"  patients  were  treated  under  the 
Mental  Treatment  Act  at  Rauceby  Mental  Hospital. 

DEATHS 

There  were  660  deaths  in  the  County  of  the  Soke  of  Peterborough,  356 
being  males  and  304  females,  as  compared  with  624  deaths  during  1938. 
There  were  no  deaths  among  centenarians.  18  persons  (  8  males  and  10 
females)  reached  90  years  and  over,  the  oldest  being  a  man  of  95. 

There  were  8  deaths  from  suicide  (  4  men  and  4  women)  -  3  by  coal  gas 
poisoning,  2  by  hanging,  2  by  drowning,  and  1  by  cut  throat. 

There  were  33  deaths  from  various  forms  of  violehce,  28  being  men  and  5 
women.  12  persons  were  killed  by  motor  cars.  4  deaths  occurred  from 
pre-war  aeroplane  crashes.  2  men  were  killed  by  a  railway  engine. 

A  man  of  43  and  a  youth  of  15  were  accidentally  drowned.  A  boy  of  17  was 
run  over  and  killed  by  a  water  cart, 
met  their  deaths  by  scalding. 
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There  were  24  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  5  deaths  from 
non— pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  were  86  deaths  from  cancer,  as 
compared  with  95  in  1938;  83  in  1937,  and  79  in  1936c  4-8  were  men,  and 

38  women.  The  youngest  death  from  cancer  occurred  in  a  man  of  33 
years,  and  the  oldest  in  a  woman  aged  90.  In  53  the  alimentary  system 
was  the  site  of  the  cancer.  The  following  were  the  organs  affected  •- 
stomach  16;  colon  16;  rectum  9$-  liver  and  gall  bladder  6;  mouth  1; 
tongue  1,  gullet  3;  pancreas  1.  The  genital  system  was  affected  in 

21,  viz.,  womb  5;  ovaries  2;  female  breast  8;  prostate  5;  penis  1. 

The  respiratory  system  was  involved  in  9,  viz.,  larynx  2,  bronchi  and 
lungs  7.  The  remaining  3  cases  affected  the  brain,  the  upper  jaw,  and 
the  bladder.  The  large  preponderance  of  the  alimentary  over  all  the 
other  systems  of  the  body  is  noteworthy,  but  up  to  the  present  no 
article  of  diet  can  be  incriminated.  It  is  not  so  surprising  that  the 
generative  system  is  so  frequently  attacked,  fob  it  is  the  last  system 
to  function  and  the  first  to  atrophy.  Cancer  is  a  disease  of  the 
elderly  and  the  genital  apparatus  deteriorates  before  the  other  systems. 
Nine  cases  of  the  respiratory  system  is  also  striking.  7  of  these 
affected  the  bronchi  and  lungs.  One  of  these  is  particularly 
interesting  as  it  is  over  18  years  since  I  first  examined  the  patient 
and  diagnosed  him  to  be  a  case  of  bronchiectasis.  He  was  sent  to 
London  where  the  diagnosis  of  growth  was  made.  It  is,  of  course, 
unlikely  that  the  cancer  existed  when  first  seen. 

As  the  symptoms  of  cancer  of  the  lung  so  closely  resemble  those  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  some  of  these  cases  come  to  the  Dispensary, 
and  four  of  the  seven  did.  Even  with  the  aid  of  X-rays  the  diagnosis 
of  these  cases  is  one  of  difficulty.  An  abscess  of  the  lung  may 
closely  simulate  a  growth. 

There  were  46  deaths  among  infants  under  1  year  -  40  in  the  City;  c5 

in  the  Peterborough  Rural  District,  and  1  in  the  Barnack  District. 

I  shall  deal  with  these  under  Infant  Mortality. 
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Apart  from  these  there  were  18  deaths  (  9  males  and  9  females)  between 
the  ages  of  1  and  20  years,  viz., 

2  between  the  ages  of  1  and  2  years;  4  aged  2  years;  1  aged  4  years ^ 

1  aged  5  years;  1  aged  6  years;  1  aged  7  years;  1  aged  10  years;  2  aged 

13  years;  1  aged  15  years;  1  aged  16  years,  and  3  aged  19  years. 

Five  were  due  to  accidents,  and  3  were  due  to  diphtheria. 

One  occurred  after  an  operation  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and 

one  shortly  after  an  operation  for  pelvic  peritonitis.  One  girl  of  19 

died  from  obstetric  shock  after  labour  in  the  Peterborough  Memorial 

Hospital.  One  boy  accidentally  hanged  himself.  A  girl  of  16  succumbed 

to  appendicitis,  and  a  girl  of  19  died  from  a  blood  disease  -  thrombotic 

splenic  purpura.  The  most  frequent  cause  of  death  in  this,  as  in  all 

other  years,  is  heart  disease.  In  181  cases  the  heart  failed,  and  in 

the  great  majority  death  was  due  to  failure  of  the  heart  muscle,  or 

myocarditis.  Disease  of  the  coronary  vessels  which  carry  the  blood  to 

the  heart  muscle  is  mentioned  in  7  certificates,  and  angina  in  5. 

Disease  of  the  aortic  valves  is  mentioned  in  5,  and  disease  of  the  mitral 

valves  in  11,  among  which  mitral  stenosis  is  mentioned  in  3. 

Congenital  heart  disease  caused  the  death  of  3  infants.  Most  of  the 

cases  occurred  in  elderly  persons  between  70  and  90  years  of  age. 

I  notice,  however,  a  death  from  mitral  stenosis  in  a  young  man  of  25, 

a  death  from  rheumatic  disease  of  the  heart  in  a  woman  of  31,  and  another 

of  aortic  disease  in  a  woman  of  44. 

I  record  9  deaths  in  pregnant  women,  viz., 

F »H .  Died  from  uterine  haemorrhage  in  early  pregnancy. 

MJE.  Died  from  pulmonary  embolism  and  femoral  thrombosis  after  a 
miscarriage . 

Fj3.  Died  from  general  peritonitis  after  abortion. 

J^P.  Died  from  renal  toxaemia  and  secondary  haemorrhage.  The  child  lived. 
She  was  at  first  in  a  nursing  home  and  then  in  the  Peterborough 
Memorial  Hospital. 
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V ,H.  Aged  19.  Was  attended  by  one  of  the  Council  Midwives ,  who  called 
in  a  Doctor  who  failed  to  deliver  by  forceps.  Sho  was  sent  by 
ambulance  to  the  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital ,  where  both  she 
and  the  child  died.  The  case  had  been  examined  ante-natally. 

M.C .  Died  from  septicaemia.  She  was  a  Doctor Ts  case.  One  of  the  County 
Council  midwives  attended ,  who  during  the  whole  course  of  her 
attendance  woro  gloves  and  masks.  A  dead  child  was  delivered  by 
forceps.  The  temperature  sent  up  on  the  next  day,  but 
unfortunately  she  was  not  admitted  to  the  Peterborough  Memorial 
Hospital  until  later.  She  was  then  very  ill,  and  several  blood 
transfusions  were  performed. 

This  was  the  second  septis  case  which  has  occurred  in  this 
midwife’s  practice  and  after  this  death  and  subsequently  I  have 
taken  swabs  from  her  throat  but  the  streptococcus  haemolyticus 
has  not  been  found. 

E.W.  Was  not  attended  by  any  midwife.  She  was  admitted  to  the 

Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital  for  Caesarean  section,  where  she 
died  a  few  days  after  a  successful  operation  from  pulmonary 
embolism.  No  one  can  foresee  these  fatalities  which  may  occur 
after  quite  minor  operations  and  after  normal  confinements. 

I ,W.  This  case  was  found  by  her  Doctor  to  be  suffering  from  kidney 
disease.  She  had  arranged  to  go  to  a  Nursing  Home  in  the  City 
but  never  went.  She  was  admitted  to  the  Peterborough  Memorial 
Hospital  and  died  after  a  Caesarean  section  operation. 

M.M.  Was  attended  by  one  of  our  midwives  in  her  capacity  as  a  maternity 
nurse.  A  short  time  after  a  normal  confinement  she  fell  back 
and  died  from  pulmonary  embolism. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  46  deaths  among  infants  under  1  year  of  age  -  a  mortality 
rate  of  56.9,  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  44.9  in  1938,  and  64.0  in  1937. 
23  were  males  and  23  females.  40  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  City 
of  Peterborough,  5  in  the  Peterborough  Rural  District,  and  1  in  the 
Barnack  Rural  District.  The  causes  of  these  46  deaths  were  as  follows  ; 


Prematurity  14 
Pneumonia  q 
Convulsions  4 
Congenital  heart  disease  3 
Atelectasis,  i.e.,  failure  of  the  lungs 

to  expand  2 
Prolonged  labour  and  injury  2 
Gastro-enterit is  2 
Whooping  Cough  2 
Spina  Bifida  and  Hydrocephalus  2 
Asphyxia  p 
Bronchitis  1 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  1 
Congenital  Debility  1 
Encephalitis  1 
Naso-pharyngeal  sepsis  .  1 


The  length  of  life  of  these  46  infants  varied  from  10  minutes  to  10 
months.  Twelve  of  the  46  died  before  they  had  lived  one  day.  16  died 
under  one  week,  12  died  from  1  month  to  6  months  of  age;  6  died  from 
6  months  to  10  months  of  age. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  -  8  cases  -  is  rather  disconcerting 
in  view  of  the  newer  remedies  now  availaole.  One  child  died  from 
overlying;  one  child  died  from  swallowing  his  milk  too  quickly. 

These  deaths  were  preventibie.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  how  few  deaths 
are  due  to  diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  but  it  is  most  disappointing  to  note 
the  large  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  weeks  -  28  of  the  46,  or  60 

per  cent.  Increasing  ante-natal  work  and  the  examination  of  married 
couples  at  regular  intervals  and  of  intending  married  couples  is  the 
only  obvious  method  of  combating  this  loss  of  life, 

HEALTH  VISITING 

During  the  year  the  health  visiting  in  the  Soke  of  Peterborough  (  outside 
the  City)  was  efficiently  performed  by  Miss  M.  Mc’Phillips. 

She  made  128  first  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the 
total  number  of  visits  to  infants  amounted  to  608.  132  visits  were  paid 
to  expectant  mothers,  64  of  these  being  first  visits.  796  visits  were 
paid  to  children  between  1  and  5  years  of  age.  Altogether  1,536 
visits  were  made,  as  compared  with  1,510  last  year.  It  should  be 
noted  that  Nurse  Mc’Phillips  is  School  Nurse,  Visitor  to  mental 
defectives,  and  assists  for  about  6  hours  a  week  at  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinic. 

The  cards  of  the  128  infants  visited  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year  were  examined  in  detail.  It  appears  that  5  of  these  were  stillborn. 
In  one  case  the  stillbirth  was  due  to  a  fall,  and  in  the  others  the 
cause  was  unknown. 

Eighty-seven  of  the  live  born  infants  were  brought  up  on  the  breast,  15 
on  the  bottle,  4  were  first  fed  on  the  breast  and  then  on  the  bottle, 
and  in  17  no  record  was  made. 
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Of  the  bottle  fed  babies,  12  were  brought  up  on  cows’  milk,  1  on 
Nestle’ s  milk,  1  on  Osteomilk,  and  1  on  "Cow  &  Gate”  Food. 

109  of  the  live  born  infants  were  healthy,  sturdy  youngsters;  10  were 
not  thriving,  and  4  diedo  One  died  a  few  hours  after  birth,  and  3  died 
from  prematurity.  Six  of  the  10  infants  who  were  not  thriving  were 
breast  fed,  or  7  per  cent  of  the  total  breast  fed;  2  were  bottle  fed, 
or  13  per  cent  of  the  total  bottle  fed,  and  2  were  brought  up  first  on 
the  breast  and  then  on  the  bottle,  or  50  per  cent  of  the  total  breast 

and  bottle  fed  infants.  One  of  the  delicate  children  suffered  from 

pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  died  in  a  Sanatorium  early  in  1940. 

His  mother  also  died  from  the  same  disease.  One  infant  had  an 
operation  for  hare  lip. 

Comforters  or  dummy  teats  were  used  in  13  cases,  they  were  not  used  in 
89,  and  in  21  no  record  was  made. 

101  of  the  123  living  babies  had  a  separate  cot,  3  slept  in  the  same 
bed  as  their  parents,  and  in  19  cases  no  record  was  made  on  this  point. 

The  infants’  clothing  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  97  cases;  in  12 

it  was  described  as  poor  or  only  fair,  and  in  14  no  record  was  made. 

An  enquiry  was  made  into  the  state  of  the  mothers’  health. 

In  9  cases  it  was  not  satisfactory.  7  mothers  had  bad  teeth,  1 
suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  1  from  venereal  disease,  and  one 
mother  had  had  puerperal  fever.  Three  of  the  mothers  were  described 
as  dirty  and  slovenly. 

Limited  sleeping  accommodation  was  only  reported  in  one  case,  where  6 
persons  slept  in  2  bedrooms.  Four  houses  were  very  damp,  and  3  houses 
were  dirty  and  illkept. 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  24  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  18  being  men  and  6 
women.  This  is  6  more  than  last  year.  Five  of  these  cases  had  never 
been  seen  by  me.  These  were  cases  of  galloping  consumption. 

The  remainder  had  all  been  under  my  observation  and  treatment  -  some 
for  prolonged  periods.  One  of  the  cases  reported  as  having  died  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  had  been  observed  for  years  but  never  had 
tubercle  bacilli  been  discovered  either  by  direct  examination  or  by 
inoculation  of  a  guinea  pig.  One  patient  died  at  Creaton  Sanatorium 
from  tuberculous  meningitis  complicating  his  lung  trouble.  One  died  at 
Papworth  tffter  residence  in  many  hospitals  for  over  15  years. 

Another  epileptic  man  died  at  Rauceby  Asylum.  He  had  been  under  my 
treatment  for  14  years  and  had  been  at  the  Eversfield  Chest  Hospital. 
Three  persons  died  at  St  John’s  Hospital,  Peterborough.  One  was  an 
Irish  woman  who  was  pregnant.  I  attempted  artificial  pneumothorax 
treatment  but  was  unable  to  find  any  free  pleural  space.  She  was 
delivered  in  the  Hospital  and  died  shortly  afterwards.  Another  death 
at  St  John’s  Hospital  occurred  in  a  North  countryman.  His  case  was 
complicated  by  syphilitic  heart  disease.  He  was  treated  in  an  open-air 
shelter  and  by  anti-syphilitic  remedies  but  made  no  satisfactory 
response  to  treatment.  Another  death  occurred  in  an  Irishman  who 
arrived  in  this  country  in  a  very  advanced  stage  of  the  disease. 

A  woman  from  Newborough  also  died  at  St  John’s  Hospital.  Two  other 
patients  who  died  in  their  own  homes  had  been  treated  in  St  John’s 
Hospital  in  past  years  but  unfortunately  insisted  on  their  discharge. 

A  particularly  sad  case  was  that  of  a  young  girl  on  whom  I  induced 
artificial  pneumothorax.  Unfortunately  adhesions  prevented  its  full 
iollapse.  You  sent  her  to  London  for  division  of  the  adhesions. 
Unfortunately  the  late  Dr  Pinches  was  unable  to  effect  complete 
division,  and  as  the  other  lung  was  affected  he  did  not  consider 
thoracoplasty  advisable. 
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She  was  again  seen  by  Dr  Morlock,  who  considered  the  prognosis  to  be 
fairly  good  if  she  would  rest.  This  she  refused  to  do ,  and  in  spite 
of  warning  given  both  to  her  and  her  relatives  took  up  v/ork  in  the 
offices  of  a  local  authority.  Six  years  ago  you  offered  Sanatorium 

treatment  to  a  young  woman  living  in  one  of  your  fen  areas.  She 
refused  this  and  other  forms  of  treatment  and  died  during  1939. 

In  the  meantime  she  infected  her  younger  brother  aged  13.  He  died 
during  the  year  from  tuberculous  meningitis.  Nine  years  ago  you 
provided  Sanatorium  treatment  at  the  Eversfield  Chest  Hospital,  Hastings 
for  a  male  patient  aged  45.  He  returned  after  3  months  greatly 
improved.  He  went  back  to  work  and  refused  to  attend  at  the  Dispensary. 
In  1939  he  was  found  to  be  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease  and  died 
during  the  year.  It  is  a  fact  to  be  regretted  that  the  patients, 
rather  than  the  disease,  kill  themselves. 

I  append  notes  of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  and  what  was  done  for  them. 

1) .  Was  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease.  He  was  attended  by  me 

and  died  2  months  after  notification. 

2) .  A  youth  of  19.  Was  and  is  being  treated  at  home  by  artificial 

pneumothorax  treatment.  His  father  and  mother  died  on  the  disease. 

3) .  A  railway  employee  of  46  years  of  age.  Was  in  an  advanced  stage  of 

the  disease  when  first  notified.  He  did  surprisingly  well  under 
rest  and  was  then  sent  to  the  Eversfield  Chest  Hospital,  where  he 
did  well. 

4) .  Was  in  a  very  advanced  stage  of  the  disease.  He  was  attended  by 

me  until  he  returned  to  Birkenhead. 

5) .  Was  a  clerk  of  23.  He  was  a  promising  case  and  was  sent  by  you  to 

Creaton  Sanatorium  where  a  satisfactory  artificial  pneumothorax 
was  induced.  On  his  discharge  he  left  for  the  North  of  England. 

6) .  Was  a  County  Council  employee  who  had  suffered  in  previous  years 

from  the  disease.  He  returned  to  his  home  in  another  County. 

7) .  Was  a  platelayer  of  58,  affected  with  chronic  disease.  He  had 

lodged  for  years  with  a  family  whose  members  I  had  attended  and  do 
still,  viz.  (l)  Father  -  tuberculous  spine;  (2)  Daughter  - 
tuberculous  lung  arrested  by.  artificial  pneumothorax  treatment; 

(3)  Son  -  tuberculous  lung,  also  treated  by  artificial  pneumothorax 
treatment  and  doing  well. 

The  patient  was  admitted  to  St  Johnrs  Hospital,  where  he  now  is. 
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8) .  Was  the  Irishman  already  referred  to.  He  died  at  St  John's 

Hospital . 

9) .  Case  of  limited  and  chronic  disease,  treated  at  the  Dispensary 

by  gold  injections.  He  is  in  full  work. 

10) .  A  man  aged  60.  Died  within  a  month  of  notification. 

He  did  not  desire  help  from  the  County  Council. 

11) .  A  girl  of  20  with  extensive  disease.  She  was  put  on  absolute 

rest  at  home,  is  having  gold  treatment,  and  is  doing  well. 

12) .  A  man  of  34.  Was  sent  by  you  to  the  Eversfield  Chest  Hospital 

and  thereafter  received,  and  is  receiving,  Dispensary  attention. 
He  is  back  at  work  and  doing  well. 

13) .  A  man  aged  61  with  advanced  disease.  He  was  put  on  absolute  rest 

at  home  but  has  intestinal  as  well  as  pulmonary  disease. 

14) .  Was  an  Evacuee  who  was  attacked  with  haemoptysis.  She  was 

admitted  to  the  Emergency  Hospital,  did  well,  and  subsequently 
left  for  Kent. 


15) .  Was  a  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurring  in  a  soldier. 

He  had  been  admitted  to  the  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital. 
He  was  transferred  to  the  County  of  his  origin. 

16) .  A  man  aged  61.  Is  doing  well  under  home  treatment. 


17) .  A  married  man  of  32  with  a  very  large  family.  He  was  first 

notified  in  1924,  was  sent  by  you  to  Creaton  in  that  year,  where 
he  remained  for  3  months.  He  was  kept  under  observation  and  was 
subsequently  crossed  off  the  Register  as  cured.  In  1939  he  was 
found  to  have  extensive  disease.  He  was  sent  to  the  Eversfield 
Chest  Hospital,  where  after  much  correspondence  I  persuaded  the 
Medical  Superintendent  to  induce  an  artificial  pneumothorax. 

This  was  done.  He  has  now  returned  home  and  is  having  his 
artificial  pneumothorax  refills  at  the  Dispensary. 

18) .  Was.a.female  transferred  from  Derbyshire.  She  was  having 

artificial  pneumothorax  treatment  in  that  County  which  was 
continued  by  me  at  the  Dispensary  until  she  returned  home. 


19).  A  married  woman  aged  24  with  very  marked  disease.  She  died  5 

months  after  not ii ication .  She  was  treated  at  home  in  an  open-air 
shelter.  She  had  recently  had  a  baby  (  referred  to  as  24). 


20).  A  woman  of  41,  transferred  from  London.  She  had  advanced  disease 

and  was  attended  by  me.  She  returned  to  London  after  a  few  months. 


21) .  A  case  in  a  Doctor,  who  did  not  require  help  from  the  County  Council. 

22) .  A  transfer  from  Brighton  with  advanced  disease.  She  has  been 

treated  at  home  by  rest  and  gold  injections,  and  is  improved. 


23^‘  !nS1"°L1Ded*frm  ®tamforduInfirmary  where  he  was  being  treated  for 

of  vour  dn?t?VbSSeSk'  W3S  lod§inS  in  one  of  the  fen  villages 
of  your  district.  He  has  improved  and  is  back  at  work 
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24).  Aged  6  months;  was  the  son  oft  No.  19.  He  aas  thought  by  his  Doctor 
to  be  suffering  from  pneumonia.  Numerous  tuberculides  appeared  on 
his  skin  and  I  considered  the  case  to  be  one  of  tuberculosis. 

He  was  at  once  sent  to  Creaton,  where  he  died  early  in  the  year 

1940. 


NON-  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  5  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Three  of  these 
affected  the  covering  membranes  of  the  brain  -  one  in  a  girl  aged  10 
months,  another  in  a  boy  aged  13  (  who  was  a  contact  to  his  sister  who 
had  advanced  pulmonary  tuberculosis),  and  the  third  in  a  girl  aged  14. 
There  was  a  death  from  tuberculosis  of  the  kidney  in  a  woman  aged  56  at 
the  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital.  She  was  notified,  and  died  in  a  week 
The  fifth  case  occurred  in  a  patient  at  St  John’s  Hospital,  who  died 
from  pneumonia  but  had  had  tuberculosis  of  the  spine  of  some  duration. 

Ten  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Three  of  these  died  of  tuberculous  meningitis  and  renal  tuberculosis 
before  any  action  by  the  authorities  could  be  taken.  The  others  were 
dealt  with  as  follows  •- 

1) .  A  case  of  tuberculosis  of  the  hip  in  a  girl  aged  4.  She  was  sent 

by  you  to  the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  where  she  still  is. 

2) .  A  case  of  tuberculous  spine  in  a  man  aged  49.  He  had  previously 

suffered  from  tuberculosis  of  the  testicles  and  both  of  these 
organs  were  removed.  He  was  sent  by  you  to  Stamford  Infirmary,  and 
is  now  discharged  in  a  plaster  jacket. 

3) .  A  case  of  spinal  disease  in  a  man  aged  68.  Was  sent  by  you  to  the 

Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  and  subsequently  was  removed  to 
St  John’s  Hospital. 

4) .  A  case  of  spinal  tuberculosis  in  a  woman  aged  39.  She  has  been 

provided  with  a  spinal  jacket  and  is  now  at  work. 

5) .  Was  a  case  of  tuberculosis  of  the  abdomen  who  was  treated 

surgically  at  the  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital. 

6) .  A  woman  of  41  with  tuberculosis  of  the  knee  joint. 

She  was  admitted  to  the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

7) .  A  case  of  tuberculous  glands  in  a  young  girl.  She  was  treated  at 

Stamford  Infirmary. 
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Institutional  Treatment 


On  January  1st  1939  ten  persons  were  in  receipt  of  institutional 
treatment ,  viz . , 

2  at  St  John’s  Hospital ,  Peterborough 
5  ”  Creaton  Sanatorium,  Northampton, 

2  ”  The  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton, 

1  ”  Papworth  Colony,  Cambridge . 

During  the  year  7  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Eversgield  Chest  Hospital 

6  to  Creaton  Sanatorium, 

5  to  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 

1  to  Stamford  Infirmary, 

2  to  St  John’s  Hospital,  Peterborough. 

On  December  31st  1939  twelve  persons  were  still  in  Institutions,  viz., 

6  at  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 

2  at  St  John’s  Hospital, 

1  at  Eversfield  Chest  Hospital, 

3  at  Creaton  Sanatorium. 

Dispensary  Work 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  at  the  Dispensary  at  28, 
Fitzwilliam  Street,  Peterborough. 

311  patients  were  examined  during  the  year. 

188  of  these  311  were  new  cases  and  123  were  old  cases  notified  in 
previous  years.  2,501  examinations  of  these  patients  were  made, 

1,172  at  the  Dispensary,  and  1,329  in  the  homes  of  the  patients. 

466  artificial  pneumothorax  inductions  and  refills  were  undertaken. 

109  X-ray  photographs  were  made.  178  samples  of  sputum  and  other 
material  were  examined  for  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

108  consultations  were  held,  with  medical  men,  15  in  the  homes  of  the 
patients,  and  93  otherwise. 

On  December  31st  1939  147  persons  were  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register, 

comprising  112  adults  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  2 
children.  27  adults  and  6  children  were  suffering  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis . 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


183  patients  attended  the  Clinic  at  28,  Fitzwilliam  Streefe, 
Peterborough  for  the  first  time  during  1939.  In  addition  15  patients 
attended  for  the  first  time  at  your  Clinic  who  had  been  treated  at 
other  centres  for  the  same  infection.  Altogether  then  198  cases  were 
treated  by  me  for  the  first  time,  as  compared  with  238  in  1938. 

2?  of  these  198  were  cases  of  syphilis,  1  was  a  case  of  soft  chancre, 
85  were  cases  of  gonorrhoea,  and  85  were  found  not  to  be  suffering 
from  venereal  disease. 

On  January  1st  1939  161  cases  of  venereal  disease  were  in  attendance, 

91  for  syphilis,  and  70  for  gonorrhoea.  In  addition  13  patients  who 
from  one  cause  or  another  had  left  off  treatment  or  had  been 
transferred  to  other  centres,  re-applied  for  treatment.  So  that 
174  old  cases  were  under  treatment  during  the  year.  Therefore  372  new 
and  old  cases  passed  through  my  hands.  213  of  these  were  males  and 
159  females. 

The  places  of  residence  of  the  183  new  patients  who  had  never  before 
been  treated  at  other  centres  were 


Soke  of  Peterborough 

107 

Huntingdonshire 

33 

Isle  of  Ely 

20 

Holland  (  Lines) 

11 

Keisteven  M 

3 

Northamptonshire 

4 

Travellers 

5 

Total  183 

Thirty-two  cases  were  transferred  to  other  centres. 

39  cases  were  discharged  as  cured,  9  for  syphilis,  1  for  soft  chancre, 

and  30  for  gonorrhoea.  Four  patients  died,  3  from  the  late  effects  of 

syphilis,  and  1  from  gonorrhoea  -  a  particularly  sad  case  in  a  young 

married  woman  infected  by  her  husband.  She  had  been  under  treatment 

for  a  long  time,  became  impatient,  and  asked  me  to  arrange  for  surgical 

treatment.  I  was  doubtful  if  the  time  had  arrived  for  this  more  drastic 

attack  on  the  disease.  She  went  to  a  London  Hospital,  was  operated  on, 
and  died  a  few  days  afterwadds.  /  ,  7  \ 
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Three  cases  of  syphilis  in  the  early  and  curable  stages  of  the  disease, 
12  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease ,  and  5  hereditary  cases  ceased 
to  attend  before  completion  of  treatment.  Further ,  13  cases  (  1  of 
syphilis  and  12  of  gonorrhoea)  ceased  to  attend  after  completion  of 
treatment  but  before  final  tests  of  cure. 

145  cases  were  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year ,  viz., 

78  for  syphilis; 

66  for  gonorrhoea; 

1  for  condition  not  yet  diagnosed. 

The  372  patients  who  attended  the  Clinic  during  the  year  made 

7,119  attendances,  as  compared  with  8,431  in  1938. 

The  attendances,  classified  in  counties,  were  as  follows 


Soke  of  Peterborough 

4,506 

Huntingdonshire 

1,078 

Isle  of  Ely 

972 

Holland  (  Lines) 

214 

Kesteven  M 

222 

Northamptonshire 

ICC 

Travellers 

27 

Total 

7,119 

Two  male  patients  received  62  in-patient  days  treatment. 

1,569  doses  of  arsenical  compounds  were  administered,  the  great  majority 
intravenously.  2,079  doses  of  Bismuth  were  administered  intramuscularly. 
19  doses  of  arsenicals  were  supplied  to  one  medical  man. 

717  samples  of  material  obtained  from  patients  attending  the  Clinic  were 
examined  at  an  approved  Laboratory.  4  of  these  were  for  the 
examination  of  spirochaetes  -  the  organism  causing  syphilis; 

327  for  the  gonococcus;  257  examinations  of  the  blood  for  syphilis, 
comprising  248  Wassermann  and  9  Kahn  tests;  10  examinations  of  the 
cerebro-spinal  fluid,  and  119  examinations  for  the  blood  test  for 
gonorrhoea . 

Twenty-one  samples  were  also  sent  by  medical  practitioners,  and  25 
samples  from  the  Clinic  were  examined  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS  1913  and  1927. 


On  January  1st  1940  79  persons  (  46  males  and  33  females)  were  under 

Statutory  Supervision.  13  persons  were  under  Guardianship ,  6  being 
males  and  7  females.  During  the  year  70  defectives  were  resident  in 
the  following  institutions 

43  (  25  males  and  18  females)  were  in  the  Peterborough  Public  Assistance 
Institution;  17  (  8  males  and  9  females)  were  at  Stoke  Park  Colony; 

3  females  were  at  Whittington  Hall  Institution;  1  female  at 
Sandlebridge  Institution,  Cheshire;  2  males  at  Besford  Court, 
Worcestershire;  4  (  2  males  and  2  females)  were  in  the  State  Institution 
at  Rampton.  One  girl  was  on  licence.  One  male  and  two  females  were 
in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  Relief  and  were  resident  at  the  Peterborough 
Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Turning  now  to  the  cases  under  Guardianship,  one  man  is  still  employed 
by  the  County  Council  on  the  roads  and  is  in  receipt  of  the  standard 
wages.  Another  man  is  still  employed  as  an  assistant  to  the  Porter  at 
the  Public  Assistance  Institution.  He  returns  to  his  Guardian  (  who 
lives  in  a  Council  House)  every  night.  Another  is  an  epileptic  who  is 
under  my  treatment  for  his  fits.  He  has  recently  been  rather  difficult 
to  manage,  but  now  lives  in  a  farm  house  on  the  outskirts  of  the  City 
of  Peterborough.  His  teeth  have  been  attended  to.  He  blows  the  organ 
in  a  Church.  A  boy  of  14  has  just  left  school.  He  is  under  the 
guardianship  of  his  grandmother,  who  wishes  to  get  him  apprenticed  to 
a  trade.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  work  had  been  found  for  him. 

He  runs  errands  for  neighbours.  The  other  two  men  under  guardianship 
are  too  defective  to  undertake  any  work.  One  is  a  Mongolian  Imbecile 
who  has  lost  one  eye.  The  other  is  a  finely  developed  young  man  who  is 
well  looked  after  at  home.  He  has  been  supplied  by  you  tzj i t h  artificial 
dentures . 
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Two  of  the  women  are  under  the  Guardianship  of  the  same  woman .  They 
reside  in  a  good  home.  One  is  the  daughter  and  the  other  the  niece  of 
the  Guardian.  They  are  both  employed  in  domestic  duties. 

One  woman  is  still  under  the  Guardianship  of  the  Sister  of  Charity  at 
St  Elizabeth’s  School ,  131,  Exeter  Street,  Salisbury.  She  is  employed 
in  the  laundry.  Her  conduct  is  good,  but  she  is  very  obstinate  and 
erratic.  She  attends  religious  services  held  in  the  Convent. 

Another  continues  to  be  under  the  care  of  the  Brighton  Guardianship 
Society.  She  is  deteriorating  mentally  and  physically.  Her  limbs  are 
becoming  weaker  and  a  special  diet  has  to  be  provided.  She  is 
incapable  of  any  form  of  work.  One  woman  is  still  under  the 
Guardianship  of  her  elderly  mother  who  is  in  poor  health.  She  looks 
after  her  mother  and  the  satisfactory  Council  dwelling  fairly 
efficiently.  The  other  two  women  are  too  deeply  defective  to 
undertake  any  work  or  to  be  able  to  amuse  themselves.  One  is  in  a 
very  poor  state  of  health.  Her  teeth  and  gums  were  in  a  septic 
condition.  Her  teeth  were  extracted  but  it  was  judged  inadvisable  to 
supply  a  denture.  She  also  suffers  from  a  serious  degree  of  rectal 
prolapse.  She  has  an  excellent  home. 

Few  of  the  cases  under  Statutory  Supervision  are  capable  of  doing  any 
useful  work.  One  woman  is  gainfully  employed  as  a  charwoman.  One  man 
works  in  a  garage,  one  in  a  bulo  factory,  and  one  in  an  engineering 
works.  One  man  works  in  a  woodyard.  One  woman  assists  her  relatives 
in  a  shop.  Three  children  are  still  at  school. 

The  following  reports  from  various  institutions  show  how  your 
defectives  are  faring 

Aged  21.  Intelligence  quotient  57.  Is  now  fit  for  discharge 

on  Licence.  He  would  prove  a  good  farm  worker. 


W.R, 


Aged . 21.  Intelligence  quotient  50.  Is  also  fit  for  dis;h' 
on  Licence.  He  is  capable  of  performing  work  as  an  inn 
boot-maker. 
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E.W.  Aged  27.  Is  capable  of  simple  domestic  duties .  She  attends 
religious  services,  and  as  recreations  walks  in  the  country, 
and  plays  ball  games. 

D.H.  Aged  15i.  Low  grade  feeble  minded ,  with  an  intelligence 
quotient  of  49.  She  sews  and  knits ,  and  is  well  behaved. 

J. H.  Aged  15r.  Twin  sister  of  D.H.  Is  in  exactly  the  same 

condition  and  is  making  the  same  progress  as  her  sister. 

K. E.  Aged  15j.  Is  an  Imbecile  with  a  mental  age  of  4.  She  is  dirty 

in  habits  and  destructive  with  clothing. 

J.F.  Aged  17.  Is  an  Imbecile  with  a  mental  age  of  6i.  He  is 
employed  in  the  tailor's  shop, 

J. C.F.  Aged  18w.  Is  feeble  minded.  He  cannot  read  but  can  write 

from  copy.  He  is  employed  in  boot  repairing  and  is  making 
good  progress. 

A.M.S .  Aged  5i.  Is  an  Imbecile  with  a  mental  age  of  2i.  She  is 
restless  and  destructive. 

P.A.G-.  Aged  5i-.  Is  an  Idiot  with  a  mental  age  of  H  years.  She 
requires  constant  care  and  attention. 

D . P.  Aged  6|.  Is  an  Imbecile  with  a  mental  age  of  2.2.  She  is 

beginning  to  learn  the  alphabet,  and  is  well  behaved. 

H.B.  Aged  13|.  Is  feeble  minded  with  an  intelligence  quotient  of 

63.5.  He  goes  to  school  for  half  the  day,  is  learning  to  write 
and  can  read  2-  3  letter  words. 

E . A.  Aged  40.  Is  a  low  grade  Imbecile  woman  who  does  simple  house 

and  industry  work.  She  is  obstinate  and  sullen. 

A.A.L.  Aged  40.  Is  a  low  grade  Imbecile  woman;  does  simple  house  and 
industry  work. 

M.C .  Aged  27Jr.  Is  a  1  ow  grade  feeble  minded  woman,  employed  in 
sewing  and  rug  making. 

K. W.  Aged  27|.  An  imbecile  epileptic  woman  with  a  mental  age  of 

2.10  years.  She  is  troublesome  and  destructive. 

A._E.T.  Aged  53.  A  high  grade  imbecile  woman.  She  makes  no  noticeable 
progress  and  performs  simple  house  work.  She  is  dibtv  in  her 
habits . 

J°S »  Aged  31.  An  Imbecile  man  with  a  mental  age  of  4.8  years. 

He  performs  simple  handwork.  Cannot  read  or  write. 

MiS..  Aged  14-1.  An  imbecile  girl.  She  sews  and  knits  and  is  well 
behaved . 

IiLl  Aged  14i..  An  imbecile  boy  with  a  mental  age  of  4.7  years. 

He  is  making  slight  progress  in  handwork. 
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H.R$W.  Aged  19.  A  low  grade  Imbecile  with  an  intelligence  quotient  of 
61.  He  performs  repairs  in  the  carpenter's  shop.  He  is  well 
behaved . 

F.B.T.  Aged  15.  Suffers  from  epilepsy  and  is  paralysed  down  the  right 
side.  He  is  imbecile  with  a  mental  age  of  hi  years.  He  cannot 
read  or  write.  Is  kept  occupied  with  simple  handwork. 

H.W.  Is  an  Imbecile  man  with  a  mental  age  of  6.3  years.  He  cannot 
read  or  write.  He  works  in  the  kitchen  and  is  well  behaved. 

Forty-five  Defectives  are  reported  on  by  the  Master  of  the  Peterborough 

Public  Assistance  Institution.  24  are  men,  of  whom  13  are  employed  in 

housework,  1  is  employed  as  a  gardener  in  the  grounds  of  a  gentleman  who 

has  kindly  consented  to  employ  him,  2  assist  the  painter  of  the 

Institution,  and  8  are  unemployable  owing  to  physical  and  mental  defects. 

Physical  training  is  available.  They  are  taken  for  walks.  There  are 

wireless  installations.  13  of  the  24  attend  Miss  White's  classes. 

They  attend  Church  of  England  and  Nonconformist  services  in  the  Chapel. 

Thirteen  of  the  21  women  are  employed  in  housework.  3  assist  in  the 

kitchen,  2  in  cleaning  the  Institution,  1  in  the  laundry,  and  2  are 

incapable  of  any  form  of  employment.  They  are  taken  for  walks,  do 

needle 

knitting  and  fancy/work  and  go  to  the  pictures  once  a  fortnight. 

14  of  the  21  attend  Miss  White's  classes  at  Thorpe  Road. 

Classes  for  Defectives 

Only  4  persons  (  3  males  and  1  female)  attended  Miss  White’s  classes  at 
Keeble's  Chambers. 

VETERINARY  INSPECTION 

Since  the  last  report  was  written  and  up  till  August  1940  Captain 
Townson  has  systematically  examined  the  1000  cows  in  the  33  accredited 
herds  and  the  two  attested  or  tuberculin  tested  herds.  Unfortunately 
the  accredited  and  attested  herds  are  not  the  onjy  herds  in  the  district. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  until  there  is  one  Authority  for  this 
work  much  difficulty  will  be  encountered.  At  present  the  Board  of 

Agriculture  is  concerned  with  tuberculosis,  the  sanitary  authorities  with 

the  state  of  the  cowsheds  and  cows  in  the  non-accredited  and  non-attested 
herds,  the  County  Council  with  the  state  of  the  cows  in  the  accredited 
herds,  but  not  of  the  cowsheds  in  which  these  animals  live,  the  Inspector 
of  Food  &  Drugs  with  the  amount  of  water,  fat,  and  dust  in  the  milk. 
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The  Police  are  concerned  with  anthrax  in  cattle,  and  from  time  to  time 
notify  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  the  occurrence  of  this  disease 
and  of  the  incineration  of  the  carcases . 

Twn  cows  were  destroyed  on  account  of  tuberculosis,  as  compared  with 
11  in  1938.  Difficult  as  it  is  to  diagnose  tuberculosis  in  its 
early  stages  in  humans,  it  is  doubly  so  in  bovines.  X-rays  are  not 
available  for  cattle.  The  Government  is  daily  urging  children  to 
imbibe  more  and  more  milk,  but  does  not  insist  on  pasteurization,  the 
only  sure  shield  against  tuberculosis. 

Mastitis  is  very  rarely  found  among  the  accredited  herds. 

Captain  Townson  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  B.  Coli  have  been 
found  in  the  milk  as  retailed  of  certain  producers  whose  methods  of 
milking  appeared  quite  satisfactory.  It  was  proved  that  the 
contamination  was  in  some  cases  due  to  dirty  churns,  in  others  to  dirty 
utensils  used  by  the  retailer. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  year  1939  the  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
notified  to  me  by  Dr  Johnstone  for  the  City,  and  by  Dr  Hawes  for  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Peterborough. 


Disease 


City  of  Peterborough  Rural  Districts.  Total 


Scarlet  Fever  33  20 

Diphtheria  12  6 

Pneumonia  28  1 

Erysipelas  12  1 

Whooping  Cough  12  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  6  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  3  - 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  2 

Measles  1  2 

Enteric  Fever  -  1 


Totals  s-  111  32 

The  small  amount  of  disease  in  the  City  is  noteworthy. 
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BLIND  PERSONS  ACT 


There  were  98  persons  on  the  register  of  the  Peterborough  Association 
for  the  Blind  on  March  31st  1940.  48  of  these  are  over  70  years  of 

age.  41  were  men  and  57  women.  Nine  were  in  residence  in  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution,  6  being  men  and  3  women. 

During  the  year  10  new  cases  were  registered  (  4  men  ahd  6  women). 

Five  persons  (  2  men  and  3  women)  were  transfers  from  other  areas. 

One  blind  woman  was  transferred  from  the  Soke  of  Peterborough  to 
another  area.  Three  blind  persons  have  become  voluntary  evacuees 

to  this  area.  There  were  15  deaths  among  the  blind,  9  in  men  and  6 

in  women.  Seven  of  the  blind  are  wholly  or  partially  employed  in 
the  Soke  of  Peterborough,  1  as  a  chair  mender,  1  as  a  boot  repairer, 

4  as  shopkeepers  and  tea  salesmen,  and  1  as  a  telephone  operator. 

One  girl  was  sent  to  the  Norwich  Institute  for  the  Blind  for  further 
training.  45  blind  persons  were  in  receipt  of  a  domiciliary  grant. 
The  County  Council  spent  £830-  1-  9d  on  this  item. 

1,306  visits  were  paid  by  the  Secretary. 

CHRISTOPHER  ROLLESTON 


_ *** 


Ketton, 
Stamf  ord . 
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